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Fortunately in a letter which has been preserved
Russell discusses this very matter. Mr. Sherer was
widely known as a temperate, wise, and just man, and
it is clear that he thought Russell had laid himself
open to misunderstanding.

"If ever a plain man/* Russell wrote to him, ''was
undone by plain writing it is I. Here are you, mine own
familiar friend, refusing to see the difference between
a particular and a universal, and joining in the cry
that I have traduced my countrymen in India. To be
precise, you say I have overdone the cruelty treatment
part. Now, my dear Sherer, as I write to you as
Familiarly and kindly as though I had known you from
boyhood, let me first assure you that there is nothing
so much obliges me as the honest expression of a
man's opinion respecting my own or those I express;
there is nothing I deprecate so much as the cruelty
and uncharitableness of silence on the part of one's
friends who think 'Russell is wrong' and yet will
not say so to me as you have done. So I am neither
in wrath nor grief at your telling me what you think of
my views, and you at once make me look back to my
writings to see if there is anything which could be
fairly taken to imply that generally the English in
India are cruel and treat the natives badly. Here I
in some measure join issue with you in the inter-
pretation you have placed on iny writings. I have
most sedulously guarded, as far as words could do,
against any imputation of the kind referred to. On
the contrary, I have described the party alluded to in
all instances as a base and brutal minority^ whilst I
have deplored the absence of a public opinion which
could make itself heard in reference to their acts, and
so control and coerce them. I have most distinctly
stated that the servants of the Company have stood
between the natives and the instincts which make the
white man wage war in looks and acts against him
of the rete mucosum; that they have protected the
Hindoo against the adventurer who would exploit
India as the Yankee backwoodsman would enter on a
red man's land in the far west, and would, if he could,
suppress the aborigines. I tried to direct public